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RE: USS Lead Superfund Site, East Chicago, IN .. 
Liabilities of Blaw-Knox Company and its successors 

Dear Annette and Sparsh: 

I am writing on behalf of Atlantic Richfield Company to follow up with you regarding 
investigation into the successors to the liabilities of Blaw-Knox Company, the entity that 
sold the Carrie Gosch School land to the School City of East Chicago (1956) and the West 
Calumet Housing Complex land to the East Chicago Housing Authority (1970). Based upon 
research of publicly available information, it is unclear exactly what happened to the Slaw
Knox Company liabilities as they relate to the properties within the USS Lead Superfund 
Site. Different Blaw-Knox Company entities/operations were sold at various times, and 
research does not reflect how specific liabilities were transferred. However, research 
points to at least four possible successors to the Blaw-Knox Company liabilities: Nesco, 
Inc., AB Electrolux, Ingersoll-Rand and Volvo Construction Equipment (or affiliates of those 

·companies). Atlantic Richfield Company strongly urges the United States to use its 



regulatory powers to obtain further information from those companies with regard to th is 
ISSUe. 

A chronology of events relating to the Blaw-Knox Company, and possible holders of its 
liabilities relating to the USS Lead Superfund Site properties, is as follows: 

1956 - Blaw-Knox Company sold the Carrie Gosch School land to the School City of 
East Chicago. 

1968 - Blaw-Knox Company was acquired by White Consolidated Industries. See 
Attachment 1, an article on Blaw-Knox Company history, from the Historical 
Construction Equipment Association. 

1970- Blaw-Knox Company sold the land to the East Chicago Housing Authority for 
construction of the West Calumet Housing Complex. 

1985 - White Consolidated Industries sold Blaw-Knox Castings & Machinery and six 
other divisions. See Attachment 2, a Chicago Tribune article dated October 1, 
1985. The article describes a sa le to Robert J. Tomsich, the owner of a 
manufacturing conglomerate, who had formed a new corporation; Blaw-Knox Corp. 
Nesco, Inc. was identified as Tomsich's holding company. Nesco, Inc. and Blaw
Knox Corp. still exist (see Attachment 3, a Nesco Resources press release dated 
July 5, 2016 and a Nesco, Inc. company brochure which refers to Blaw -Knox Corp. 
on the final page). The Chicago Tribune article does not state whether the Blaw
Knox Company liabilities relating to the USS Lead Superfund Site properties were 
included in the transaction, or remained with White Consolidated lndustries.1 

1986 - AB Electrolux acquired White Consolidated Industries in a takeover 
transaction. See Attachment 6, a Chicago Tribune article dated March 11, 1986. If 
the Blaw-Knox Company liabilities relating to the USS Lead Superfund Site 
properties were st ill held by White Consol idated Industries at the t ime of the 
t ransaction, those liabilities would have transferred to AB Electrolux. 

1994 - Clark Equipment Company acquired Blaw-Knox Construction Equipment 
Company from a subsidiary of AB Electrolux. See Attachment 7, a New York 
Times article dated April 21, 1994. The article does not state w hether the Blaw
Knox Construction Equipment Company held liabi lit ies relating to the USS Lead 
Superfund Site properties. The transaction was a stock sale, so if Blaw-Knox 
Construction Equipment Company held liabil ities relating to the USS Lead 
Superfund Site properties at the time of the transaction, those liabilities would have 
transferred to Clark Equipment Company. 

1 The United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit determined in 2000 that a principal purpose of White 
Consolidated Industries' sale to Blaw-Knox Corp. was to evade pension obligations. Pension Benefit Guarantv 
Coro. v. White Consolidated Industries, Inc., 215 F.3d 407 (3d. Cir. 2000) (Attachment 4). White Consolidated 
Industries then entered into a settlement with the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corp. and agreed to resume 
sponsorship of several pension plans. (see Attachment 5, a PBGC press release dated July 6, 2000). 



1995 - Ingersoll-Rand acquired Clark Equipment Company in a stock transaction. 
See Attachment 8, an Ingersoll-Rand corporate history from the Ingersoll-Rand 
website. If Clark Equipment Company held liabil ities relating to the USS Lead 
Superfund Site properties at the time of the transaction, those liabilities would have 
transferred to Ingersoll-Rand. 

In a 1 04(e) response in the USS Lead Superfund matter, Ingersoll-Rand asserted 
that Clark Equipment Company and Ingersoll-Rand did not acquire the liabilities of 
"Slaw-Knox Foundry & Mill. " However, the 1 04(e) request and response referred 
to a "Slaw-Knox Foundry & Mill" property on Railroad Avenue in East Chicago, not 
the properties that Slaw-Knox Company transferred to the East Chicago Housing 
Authority and the School City of East Chicago. See Attachment 9, Ingersoll-Rand 
response to 1 04(e) request, dated October 20, 2006. 

2007 -Volvo Construction Equipment acquired the assets of Ingersoll-Rand's Road 
Development Division. See Attachment 10, a Volvo press release dated February 
2, 2007. See also Attachment 11, a Volvo Construction Equipment History from 
the Volvo website, w hich refers to Slaw Knox on page 11. There is no information 
whether the Slaw-Knox Company liabilities relating to the USS Lead Superfund Site 
properties were included in the transaction. 

As we have discussed in the past, Atlantic Richfield Company believes that it is necessary 
to pursue the potential successors to the Slaw-Knox Company liabi lities as participants at 
the USS Lead Superfund Site. I hope this information is helpful to you in that effort. If you 
have questions or would like to discuss this issue further, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

Sincerely, 

<-]/.J. L~ 
Douglas S. Reinhart 

DSR:tlr 
Attachments 

cc (by e-mail on ly): 
Steven Kaiser, EPA 
Leo Chingcuanco, EPA 
Bernie Reilly, Chemours 
David Rieser, K&L Gates 
Pat McGee, DuPont 
Michael Elam, Barnes & Thornburg 


